
What fish is that?

Dichotomous Key

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/fishing/fin



Dichotomous Key Instructions

After making close observations, decide if the statement is true of your fish.  If the answer is “YES” 
to the question go to the number shown.  If the answer is “NO” go to the question on the next line 
down.  Follow the numbers until you get to your fish’s name. Use these diagrams to help you 
identify characteristics of your fish to find it’s name.
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1. Muskellunge 
2. Channel Catfish
3. Rainbow Trout
4. White Crappie
5. Walleye
6. Northern Pike
7. Brown Trout
8. Pumpkinseed
9. Yellow Perch
10.Brook Trout
11.Black Crappie
12.Largemouth Bass

13. Sauger
14. Bluegill
15. Smallmouth Bass


